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WELCOME BACK  

A very warm welcome back to all our families, and a special welcome to those who are joining our 

school community for the first time. We hope you have all enjoyed a happy and restful summer break 

and are feeling ready for an exciting year ahead. 

We are delighted to see our pupils returning with enthusiasm and positivity, and we look forward to 

working together to help every child thrive both academically and personally. 

As we begin the new school year, we would like to remind everyone of our core school values: 

Kindness, Respect, Determination and Creativity and how these values link so closely with our 

vision: “Leading Lifelong Learning; Creating Caring Communities.”. 

These values are at the heart of everything we do and help us create a happy, 

inclusive and successful school community where every child feels valued and 

encouraged to achieve their full potential. 

Attached to this newsletter is our Home-School Partnership Agreement. We 

kindly ask all parents and carers to read through the agreement carefully, as it 

outlines how we can work together to support every child's learning, wellbeing 

and success throughout the year. 

 

BACK TO SCHOOL REMINDERS 

• If your child is unable to attend school due to illness, please inform the school office before 

9.30am on each day of absence. You can do this in person, by email office.2565@dry-

sandford.oxon.sch.uk, or by telephone using our dedicated absence line. 

• At the start of the school day, the playground is not supervised by school staff. You are welcome 

on the school playground from 8.30am - children remain the responsibility of their parents and 

should school play equipment should not be used at this time. When the cloakroom doors open 

at 8.40am, a member of staff will great each class and children will have time to hang up their 

belongings, get set up in their classroom and begin their early-morning-work task before the 

register is taken at 8.50am. Cloakroom doors will be closed and locked at this time – children 

who arrive after this time will need to come directly to the school office and their attendance will 

be recorded as ‘late’.  

• The school gates are locked between 9am and 3pm. In between these hours, visitors to school 

should come to the small gate through the staff car park and ring the doorbell or phone the school 

office to inform us of your arrival. Please avoid using the staff car park apart from this.  

• A polite reminder that if someone other than yourself, or the person who usually collects your 

child, will be collecting them from school, please telephone the school office to let us know in 

advance.  As our office inbox is extremely busy, we do not want to risk missing any important 
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messages sent by email.  Thank you for your cooperation and support in helping us keep all 

children safe. 

• When driving and parking near the school, please be considerate of our neighbours and other 

drivers by not blocking drives, avoiding parking on the bend on Lashford Lane and not using The 

Field, which is a private road.  

• Snacks and packed lunches should follow our healthy food approach and include a balance of 

different food groups. We encourage fruit and vegetables for break time snack. Please refrain 

from sending in items with high sugar, fat or salt content, such as chocolate bars and sharing 

bags of crisps. Attached to this newsletter is a Guide to Food leaflet, which includes helpful 

information and ideas for healthy snacks and packed lunches. 

• Children should also bring a named water bottle.  

• A reminder of our school uniform expectations is attached along with this newsletter. Make up 

should not be worn to school. Shoes should be all-black shoes or trainers. Each child should have 

a pair of wellies kept in school at all times – we regularly ask children to change into them for 

playtimes when the weather is wet and during outdoor learning lessons, such as Forest School, 

geography or science. 
 

COMMUNICATION 

Class teachers are available at the classroom/cloakroom door at drop-off and pick-up times each day 

and are happy to be given informal messages at this time.  

All other communication should be directed, in the first instance, to the school office, by email or 

phone. For example, if you need to discuss a more sensitive matter or require more time. The office 

team will direct your message to the relevant member(s) of staff.  

The Class Dojo app is used to share dates, reminders and photos with parents and guardians. Please 

note that, while teachers may occasionally use the direct messaging function to make individual 

contact, this is not routinely checked – please email the school office, rather than directly messaging 

teachers through dojo.  

School Newsletters are emailed once a month, with important dates, information and reminders for 

all parents and guardians. Class Curriculum Letters are sent to each class once a term with details of 

class learning, topics, homework and events. Most other letters, such as trip letters, will be sent by 

email via Arbor. 

You may also receive text messages from school through the Arbor IAM messaging service. We 

use this service to notify parents of any minor first aid incidents that occur during the school day.  

Please be assured that any significant first aid incidents, illnesses, injuries, or concerns requiring 

immediate attention will always be communicated directly to parents by telephone.  

 

 

CLUBS 

We are pleased to offer our own After School Club from Monday to Thursday, 

running from the end of the school day until 4.15pm or 5.15pm, providing flexible 

childcare for families. 

Jayne will be running her popular Yoga Club on Thursdays after school. To book a 

place, please contact Jayne directly at yogafulminds@gmail.com. 



Footy Kids will continue to run every Friday after school. To book a place, please visit: 

www.enrolmy.com/footy-kids.  

Unfortunately, it does not look likely that our Art After School Club will be running 

this term due to a lack of interest. We are currently exploring alternative club options 

and hope to secure a replacement soon. We will be in touch as soon as we have 

more information to share. 

 

HEATING REPLACEMENT WORKS 

You may have noticed some work taking place around the school since the summer holidays. This is 

part of a heating replacement project being organised by Oxfordshire County Council. 

Over the summer, contractors have removed the old heating pipework, radiators and fan convectors 

and completed associated roof works. The site has been cleaned and made safe, and work will continue 

over the coming weeks as the new heating system is installed. 

As we move into the colder months, temporary storage heaters will be delivered and installed in 

classrooms and key areas of the school to ensure that children and staff remain warm and comfortable 

while the project is completed. 

The contractors undertaking this work have carried out similar projects in a number of schools and 

understand the importance of maintaining a calm learning environment. They are working closely with 

the school to minimise noise and disruption wherever possible, allowing teaching and learning to 

continue as normal. Children may need to use alternative classroom doors for drop off and pick up 

times whilst they are working on specific areas. 

We appreciate your patience and understanding whilst these important improvements are carried out 

and will continue to keep you updated as the work progresses.  

 

SCHOOL TOURS 

We are pleased to share details of our upcoming school tours for prospective parents 

of children starting school in September 2027: 

• Tuesday 6th October at 9:45am 

• Friday 16th October at 9:45am 

• Thursday 12th November at 9:45am 

• Thursday 12th November at 5:30pm 

These tours are a wonderful opportunity to visit our school, meet our staff, and learn more about 

what we can offer your child. 

If you have friends, family members, neighbours, or colleagues with children due to start school in 

September 2027, we would be grateful if you could share this information with them.  An email was 

sent last week containing further details and promotional materials.  We would greatly appreciate it 

if you could display these at your workplace, on community noticeboards, or in any other locations 

where they may help raise awareness among local families.  

To book a place on a tour, please contact the school office or email office.2565@dry-

sandford.oxon.sch.uk.  We look forward to welcoming prospective families to our school.  
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FODSS 

If you have any time to spare, 
useful skills to share, or contacts 
who may be able to support our 
fundraising efforts, we would be 
delighted to hear from you. 
Contributions of any size can make a real 
difference to our school community and help 
provide additional opportunities and resources 
for our children. 

To find out more about upcoming fundraising 
events or to offer your support, please contact 
Kerry Glass at the Friends of Dry Sandford 
Primary School: fodss.drysandford@gmail.com, 
or speak to Miss Archer, who will be happy to 
help. 

 

 FREE SCHOOL MEALS 

Universal Infant Free School Meals are only 
available for children in Reception, Year 1 
and Year 2. Children in Key Stage 2 (Years 3 
to 6) will be charged for any school meals 
ordered unless they are entitled to Free 
School Meals. 

From September 2026, all children in 
households receiving Universal Credit are 
eligible for Free School Meals in England. If 
you think your child may be eligible for Free 
School Meals, please speak to Mrs Purvey in 
the school office. 

 

 

JUSTGIVING 

Many of you will have seen reports of the 
devastating flooding in Nepal. As a school 
community, we would like to offer support 
to those affected through our JustGiving 
page in aid of the Red Cross Nepal 
Floods Appeal. 

Any donation, however small, would be 
greatly appreciated. Donations are 
completely voluntary. 

Donate here: 
https://www.justgiving.com/page/dry-
sandford-
1?utm_medium=FA&utm_source=CL 

Thank you for your kindness and support. 
Our thoughts remain with everyone 
affected by this tragedy. 

 WISHLIST 

We have an Amazon Wish 
List containing a range of 
resources, books, games 
and equipment that 

support learning and enhance opportunities for 
our pupils. 

If you would like to support the school, we would 
be very grateful for any purchases from the 
wishlist. We would also be delighted to receive 
suitable second-hand alternatives that you may 
have at home and no longer need. 

View our Amazon Wish List: Amazon.co.uk 

Thank you for your generosity and support. Every 
contribution helps us provide additional resources 
and opportunities for our children. 

 
 

 

 

 

DRY SANDFORD’S HALL OF FAME 
Congratulations to the following pupils who earned certificates in 

Celebration Assemblies in May & June: 

Learning & Caring Certificates: 

 

                   Naomi  
                   Daisy 
                   Esmée 
 
 

Headteacher’s Award: 

 
             Evie D 
             Harry 
             Ava W 
             Hugh 
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CALENDAR DATES: 

Monday 21st to Friday 25th September Music Flood Week 

Friday 9th October Harvest Festival Assembly (families welcome) 

Tuesday 13th October Flu Immunisation Nasal Spray Clinic 

Tuesday 13th October Parents Evening 1 (from 3.30pm) 

Thursday 15th October Parents Evening 2 (from 4.00pm) 

Monday 26th – Friday 30th October HALF TERM (school closed) 

Friday 13th November Children in Need (pyjama day) 

Tuesday 8th December Owlets and Barn Owls Nativity Performance 1 (9am) 

Tuesday 8th December Snowy Owls and Eagle Owls Christmas Concert (TBC) 

Thursday 10th December Owlets and Barn Owls Nativity Performance 2 (2pm) 

Tuesday 15th December Christmas Class Party Day (non-school uniform) 

Wednesday 16th December  School Christmas Lunch (non-school uniform) 

Monday 21st December – 31st December CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY (school closed) 

Monday 4th January INSET DAY (school closed to pupils) 

Tuesday 9th February Maths House Challenge and Number Day 

Monday 15th – Friday 19th February HALF TERM (school closed) 

Thursday 4th May World Book Day 

Monday 22nd March Holi Festival Celebration 

Thursday 25th March Easter Service 

Friday 26th and Monday 29th March BANK HOLIDAYS 

Tuesday 30th March – Friday 9th April EASTER HOLIDAYS (school closed) 

Thursday 22nd April Multi-Sport Morning 

Tuesday 27th April Parents Evening 1 (from 3.30pm) 

Thursday 29th April Parents Evening 2 (from 4.00pm) 

Monday 3rd May BANK HOLIDAY 

Friday 14th May Art Day 

Friday 21st May World Diversity Day 

Monday 31st May BANK HOLIDAY 

Tuesday 1st – Friday 4th June HALF TERM (school closed) 

Monday 7th June INSET DAY (school closed to pupils) 

Thursday 8th July Transition Morning 

Tuesday 13th July KS2 Production 



Tuesday 20th July LAST DAY OF TERM – finish at usual time (3.05/3.10pm) 

Wednesday 21st July INSET DAY (school closed to pupils) 

Thursday 22nd July – Tuesday 31st August SUMMER HOLIDAYS (school closed) 
 

 

 

 

 





 


