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RECENT HOT WEATHER

Thank you for bearing with us during the recent period of exceptionally hot
weather. We appreciate your patience and understanding as we adapted our
routines and took additional measures to keep children and staff as comfortable
and safe as possible throughout the school day.

We would also like to acknowledge the inconvenience caused to families who were
asked to collect their children during the red weather warning. We fully appreciate
that making alternative arrangements at short notice can be difficult, particularly
for working parents and carers, and we are grateful for the support you showed
during a challenging situation.

As always, we are keen to hear from our school community. If you have any feedback regarding how
the school managed the hot weather, please feel free to contact the school office by email. Your
comments and suggestions are valuable.

We will continue to monitor weather forecasts closely for this week and will communicate with families
as soon as possible should any closures, changes to the school day, or early finishes become
necessary. In the rare case of further red warnings, school will still be closing at 11.30am this term.

For the remainder of this term, children are also welcome to wear their PE kits to school if they feel
more comfortable doing so during the warm weather.

SUMMER FETE SUCCESS!

We hope you all enjoyed our Summer Fete and would like to say a huge thank you to everyone who
attended and helped make the event such a fantastic success.

A special thanks goes to Miss Archer, together with FODSS and all of our parent helpers,
including Mrs Glass, Mrs Moody, Mrs Charrett, Mrs Duff, Mrs Lyons and Miss Wakeley. Your time,
effort and enthusiasm were greatly appreciated and played a key part in making the afternoon so
enjoyable for everyone. We would also like to extend a special thank you to Mrs Moody's mum,
who kindly organised the visit from the fire engine, which was a real highlight of the day and
thoroughly enjoyed by the children.

Thank you also to all of our staff for helping to run the stalls and activities throughout the event, and
to Carol, Carol’s daughter and Mandy in the kitchen for keeping everyone well fed and refreshed.

We would also like to thank everyone for parking considerately and safely around the school during
the event. As many of you will know, we were unable to offer parking on the school field this year
due to the presence of the fire engine and the possibility of vehicles becoming blocked in. We
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appreciate your cooperation and understanding. We are hopeful that next year we will be able to
arrange parking on the field to make access easier for families attending the fete.

Some families may also have noticed our parent helpers making use of the staff car park in the lead
up to the event. This was because they were spending significant amounts of time planning and
preparing for the fete, as well as transporting and collecting heavy boxes and equipment. We are
extremely grateful for their hard work and support, which helped make the event such a success.

We are delighted to announce that, thanks to your generosity and support, we raised a fantastic total
of £2,066.00 which will be used towards funding new laptops and new computing equipment. Future
funding events will also support this area of development for the school.

Thank you once again for helping to make our Summer Fete such a memorable occasion. We look
forward to seeing you at future school events!

~




WHOLE SCHOOL ART DAY

Wednesday 8 July will be a whole school Art Day organised by Miss Chandler
giving the children a fantastic opportunity to show our value of creativity! Each
pupil will be designing and making owls using a variety of media. If you are
concerned about your child’s uniform becoming part of the creativity, please
bring in an old shirt or apron.

MULTI-SPORTS MORNING

The school day will begin as normal, with children being dropped off at their usual classroom or
cloakroom door at 8.40am. Parents are then welcome to wait on the school field while we register the
children, organise the teams, and bring everyone outside. We aim to begin the event at approximately
9.15am.

Throughout the morning, all children will take part in a range of sporting activities, earning points for
their House. Teams will rotate around the different activity stations, including a hydration station.
Parents are encouraged to follow their child's group around the activities so they can watch and cheer
them on.

The final events will include optional class running races and will conclude with our exciting House relay
race. We expect the event to finish between 10.30am and 11.00am.

Please ensure your child arrives at school with:

e Sun cream already applied
e A full water bottle
e Asun hat

We look forward to seeing you there and cheering on all of our children as they take part.

As a reminder, at the end of the event, please allow the children to return to their classrooms with staff
before leaving the school site. Children will then return to their classrooms and continue with their
usual lessons, lunch and a House Quiz kindly supported and organised by Mrs Thomson and our
House and Vice Captains for the children in school. The House Quiz is just a pupil event.

CONGRATULATIONS

Year 5 pupils were invited to apply to become Play Leaders, an exciting
opportunity to take on responsibility and develop their leadership skills. Being
a Play Leader involves helping to organise games and activities at breaktimes
and lunchtimes, supporting younger children, and promoting kindness,
inclusion and teamwork across the playground. It's a fantastic way for pupils
to build confidence, demonstrate responsibility and make a positive
difference in school life.

Well done to Louisa, Harry, Tuhina, Mia, Evie M, Ruby and Lillie B on being selected — we are very
proud of you and know you will do a wonderful job!




UPDATES TO AFTER SCHOOL CLUB

We would like to inform you of some updates to our afterschool provision.

Due to its continued popularity, we have reviewed our pricing and updated some of our procedures.
Please read the following carefully:

Hoots Afterschool Club will now be charged at £6.50 per hour.
Breakfast Club will now be charged at £5.50 per hour.

All places must be booked in advance, as the office is no longer able to accept late booking
requests.

If your child is absent from school due to illness, any pre-booked sessions will still be charged.

If a place is booked and your child is collected early (for example, due to an appointment or
illness), or you notify the office of a change such as your child walking home or being collected
by another responsible adult, the session will still be charged.

If you book for 2 hours but your child is collected within the first hour, you will still be charged
for the full 2-hour session.

If you need to cancel a booked session, a minimum of 24 hours' notice must be given.
Cancellations made with less than 24 hours' notice will still be charged.

These changes help us to manage staffing levels effectively and ensure places are available for all
families who need them.

Many thanks for your understanding and continued support.

END OF TERM HIGHLIGHTS

It has certainly been a busy and rewarding term here at school, filled with a wide range of exciting
opportunities and memorable experiences for our pupils.

Owlets and Barn Owls thoroughly enjoyed their visit to the Story Museum, where they were
immersed in a world of imagination, stories, and creativity. It was a wonderful opportunity to make
learning feel real and engaging, while nurturing a love of stories and imagination.

In music, we were delighted to take part in the Music Flood Orchestral Day. This special event
gave pupils the chance to experience the joy of performing together, developing their confidence
and musical skills while being part of a much larger ensemble. It was truly inspiring to see and hear
their enthusiasm.

Meanwhile, our Science Oxford trip provided another enriching experience, allowing Snowy Owls
to engage in hands-on scientific exploration. They approached the challenges with curiosity and
enthusiasm, demonstrating excellent problem-solving skills and a real passion for learning.

Overall, it has been a term full of energy, achievement, and enrichment. We are incredibly proud of
all our pupils for their enthusiasm, resilience, and willingness to embrace new experiences.




A HEARTFELT THANK YOU TO OUR FAMILIES

We would like to extend our heartfelt thanks to all our parents and carers for your incredible support
throughout this academic year.

Your generous donations through Amazon have made a real difference to our school. From much-
needed classroom resources to enrichment materials, your kindness has helped enhance the learning
experience for all our pupils.

We are also incredibly grateful for the many ways you have supported us at events throughout the
year. Whether helping to make World Book Day, our Easter celebrations, World Diversity Day, and the
Christmas raffle so special, donating items for hampers, providing delicious cakes for cake sales, or
contributing so generously to the Summer Fete, your involvement has been truly invaluable.

The effort and generosity shown in helping us raise funds and create memorable experiences for the
children does not go unnoticed. We simply could not do it without your support.

Many families have asked how fundraising benefits the school. To give some context, a full class set of
laptops, including a charging trolley and the necessary software and safeguarding set-up for school use,
costs approximately £22,000. As we currently have only 10 out of 15 older laptops in working order,
these devices will need to be replaced on a rolling programme over time.

Similarly, the interactive whiteboards used in classrooms—now more commonly known as interactive
panels cost around £2,700 each, including installation. These panels are an essential teaching resource,
functioning much like a large tablet mounted on the wall and supporting interactive learning across the
curriculum.

Thank you once again for everything you do to support our
school community. Your generosity, time, and commitment are
very much appreciated and make a genuine difference to the
opportunities we can provide for our children.

DRY SANDFORD’S HALL OF FAME

Congratulations to the following pupils who earned certificates in
Celebration Assemblies in May & June:

:, Learning & Caring Certificates: Headteacher’s Award:

Nuala Sonny Surbi Charlie
Muyeng Liam Mark Ottilie
Oakley C Ellie Nina William
Leon Bodhi Hattie Joey
Charlie Hattie Flavia Eden
Holly Flora Aiden Miles
Alex Vivan Bodhi Ollie
Bobby Mia Jack Alex
Damien Mark Vivan Amelia
Onick Isabella K Ruby Abbey
Daisy L Surbi Rose Isabel
Scarlett Harry Gracie Eibhlin
Evelina Sofia Z Niyara Clara
Teddy S Ewan L




CALENDAR DATES:

Tuesday 7t July

Transition Day

Tuesday 14" July

Multi-Sport Morning

Wednesday 15% July

Whole School Art Day

Friday 17 July

Leavers Assembly

Friday 17t July

LAST DAY OF TERM - finish at usual time (3.05/3.10pm)

Monday 20" July

INSET DAY (school closed to pupils)

Tuesday 21 July — Monday 31t August

SUMMER HOLIDAY (school closed)

Tuesday 1%t September

INSET DAY (school closed to pupils)

Wednesday 2" September

INSET DAY (school closed to pupils)

Thursday 3™ September

First day of new term — school reopen to pupils

Monday 26" — Friday 30™" October

HALF TERM (school closed)

Monday 215t December — 315t December

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY (school closed)

Monday 4" January

INSET DAY (school closed to pupils)

Monday 15" — Friday 19% February

HALF TERM (school closed)

Friday 26" and Monday 29" March

BANK HOLIDAYS

Tuesday 30" March — Friday 9t April

EASTER HOLIDAYS (school closed)

Monday 3™ May

BANK HOLIDAY

Monday 31t May

BANK HOLIDAY

Tuesday 1% — Friday 4" June

HALF TERM (school closed)

Monday 7" June

INSET DAY (school closed to pupils)

Tuesday 20" July

LAST DAY OF TERM - finish at usual time (3.05/3.10pm)

Wednesday 21 July

INSET DAY (school closed to pupils)

Thursday 22™ July — Tuesday 31t August

SUMMER HOLIDAYS (school closed)
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4 PERFORMANCE

Summer 2026
St Nicholas Holiday Club

Open to all children aged 3 to 11 years, with funded places
available for children in Reception to Year 6

Activities in eball, dance, drama, yoga, multi skills, ball games, art and crafts,

C
¢REE HAF

HOLIDAY CAMPS
LOCATION:

St Nicholas® Primary School Oxford 8 . ACTIVE. CREATIVE. ENRICHING , _.

COST:
£29.99 per dc

building activities and much more

team and ¢

Helping children learn, grow and
have a great time!

hildren In

free schoo

(#o—%% £ |GIBLE FOR FREE SCHOOL MEALS?
Your child could get FREE holiday
camp sessions this summer

DATES & TIME:

Q¢f m - 17:00pm

HURLE L TR g R e 10 Camps Across Oxfordshire Up to 16 funded sessions

Healthy meals included

B Liv .
Abingdon Bicester Botley ttiemaor Bookable in two stages
Didcot Henley Wallngford Thame Sports, games & enrichment
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) Wantage | | Q Witney
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3 ACTIVE. CREATIVE. CHILDCARE.
‘ ALL SUMMER

Helping children learn, grow and BOOKINGS;*
have an amazing time!

*Baok by 21" June
30+ ACTIVITIES THIS SUMMER

Sports, games, creative activities
and new experiences

EVERYTHING PARENTS _
NEED TO KNOW

© Agess-13

11 LOCATIONS ACROSS OXFORDSHIRE & BERKSHIRE | o o oo onded o Of OX f Ord \) h“ﬂe

@ Childcare Vouchers accepted
Abingdon o Bicester { Botley Dideot © Tax-Free Childcare accepted
= : © Flaxible booking by day or week 'BASED AT OXFORD UNIVERSITY SPORT, IFFLEY ROAD
enley J Littlemore Newbury D) Thame : < ! g ] S ‘
© Ofsted Rogisterod
) Wallingford Wantage Witney /
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JOINUS THIS S G . -l -

SPACES FILL FAST! ' tajectioperta ook WWW.HOLIDAYCIABSOFEOXFORDSHIRE.CO.UK




Come along and try

- \ &
a variety of fun sports T R
activities, meet new .

R\ people, build confidence,
o day in
@ AGESQ 14 andhaveagreatnd
3L ACKBIRD LEYS
0 LEISURE CENTRE
e Or——

=5 LED BY
- SCOTTISH THISTLES
: PLAYER

OXFORD EVERY AGES 9-14 YEARS
HIGH SCHOOL TUESDAY OPEN TO ALL
6:30PM - 8:00PM ABILITIES

7 LIMITED SPACES -

for eligible 4-1¢ yr olds

who get benefits-related free school meals.

* Climbing - pance

- Crafts + Dodgeball
* Sports » and more
* Cookery

i ﬁnd a CIllb ‘For YW
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WK e Kemes A fn-?,w, B U coumair eequ.org/hafoxfordshire
il e BEE e fun, griendship and adventupe
For all children in receipt of free school meals in Milton -&}
Keynes, Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire. Book for a -
FREE day out at Thomley this summer inclusive of a hot Department &8 OXFORDSHIRE
for Education "> COUNTY COUNCIL

lunch for every child too as part of the HAF programme.



INSPIRED FOOTBALL CAMP

AT TILSLEY PABK, 3G PITCHES

PLAY. SUMMER CAMPS

CONTROL. i Bl 7004 Focus) SRS TUESDAY - THURS

i b ' WKS 26" JULY ,
) 11" § 25 AUGUST

£85

PER 3 DAY
WEEK

FOR UNDER
Ugs-irs &

: LOTS OF TECNIQUE DEV,
™ Jﬁ%ﬁ?‘s ronoog@ FUN DRILLS AND MATCHES
JULY : : MATCHES RECORDED O VEO
® 2am iy : T ot N o
@ 30™ JULY B =T, A T @ .o

@ 3157 JULy ‘ Z ;. 'l!' inspired
° g:'lpmm < - MAKE s 2 nspiredsport.org
| N For more info & to book visit:

* )
Saxton Rovers FC, T 21 & ™ i
Ferry Walk, Abingdon, EEETEE" | & s footbalifocusde.couk www.inspiredsport.org

ARMONY

7

rd - 6th August

Drop off and pick up:
Ark-T Cowley Centre (Templars Square)

Create, Play, Belong, Thrive o

* FREE spaces for benefits-related Free School Meal recipients
* Please contact for SEN spaces and spaces for those who
need them but are not receiving Free School Meals.
* Open to young people aged 6-11 years
* An outing on Wednesdays each week
* Lunch and snacks included - all dietary requirements catered for

FOR AGES 3-12

o
To book scan this QR code or visit www.eequ.org v
g : Fine art classes throughout August at

Contact: hello@ark-t.org / 07388 092590 North East Abingdon Community Association,
S : LOrg E O Peacheroft

(5o ok e - Y A B N

& ARK-T 5 OXFORDSHIRE oy

OCA AA #2Y COUNTY COUNCIL (8 cygnetsartschool.com/abingdon L, 07411686935
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TARGET NETEALL ACADEMY

At Target Netball Academy, we are
passionate about helping players grow,

develop and experience every opportunity
the sport has to offer.

WHAT IS MIXED NETBALL?

Mixed netball brings male and female athletes together on court
inafast, P and exciting e vent. It is a growing

area of the game that is creating new pathways, new opportunities
and a new future for netball,

WHY SHOULD MY CHILD GET
INVOLVED IN MIXED NETBALL?

1 IT'S THE FUTURE OF NETBALL

Mixod netball is growing rapidly and becoming
2 key part of the sport’s future. Getting involved
now means being ahead of the curve.

2 ANOTHER GATEWAY TO PROGRESSION
Another pathway into representative and elite

opportunities including regional, national and
England Mixed Netbail pathways and squads.

A PATHWAY TO

Mixed netball is now an established part
of the international game with an
England Mixed Netball team competing
on the world stage.

-
@

ENGLAND

MIXED NETBALL
Your child could be part of that future,

into professional

Mixed netball is one of the most exciting
developments in the game - and we believe

it is a fantastic opportunity for young
athletes to challenge themselves, build
new skills and open more doors for their

netball journey.

3 STRONGER. FASTER. TOUGHER.

and adapting 10 a Guicker style of play.

4 BETTER TACTICS. SMARTER PLAYERS.

Mixed netball develops game intefigence,
decition making and court awareness by

and challenges.

It pushes players outside their comfort zone,
buiids , leadership and

Players become stronger, faster and more resilient
through increased intensity, physical contests

exposing players to different styles, movement

5 BUILDS CONFIDENCE & COMPETITIVENESS

skills and helps them perform under pressure.

NEW OPPORTUNITIES. MORE PATHWAYS.

Thames Vale
Youth
Orchestras

Thames Vale Youth Orchestra (TVYO): grade 6-diploma*
Thames Va.lc Intermediate Orchestra (TVIO): grade 3-6

Monday evenings
Larkmead School,

Abingdon

*TVYO: Main auditions take place gach June
Video auditions accepted year-round by request
TVIO: No audition required

https://www.tvyo.org.uk/join-us

EVER WANTED TO LEARN BADMINTON

WHY TARGET NETBALL ACADEMY
SUPPORTS MIXED NETBALL

© We embrace new challenges

We develop skills that transfer back into
the women's game
TARGET NETBALI

O]

© We create more progression opportunities ADEMY
)

O]

We are proud to be part of where
netball is heading next

f your daughter or son is inte
rn‘!l’)’lll we 3

Build skills, confidence
and open more
opportunitiss

GET IN TOUCH TODAY
Let us know you're interested and help us

shape the future of mixed netball together! 0 e @targetnetballacademy

SMASH BADMINTON CLUB

INVITES YOU TO A FREE SESSION < =77

IN AN ENTERTAINING WAY?

WE ARE A FRIENDLY PARENT RUN
BADMINTON CLUB FOR CHILDREN
AGED 7 TO 18.

OUR VOLUNTEER COACHES ARE
BADMINTON ENGLAND QUALIFIED
AND ALL CRB/DBS CHECKED.

JUNIORS!
| WE HAVE AVAILABILITY IN OUR JUNIOR SESSION
WHICH MEETS FROM 9AM TO 10AM.

\

STHELEN & ST
MARK THE DATE! KATHERINE SCHOOL
SEPTTO APRIL SPORTS HALL,

STARTAT9 AM-12PM ABINGDON 0X14 1BE

FOR MORE INFORMATION: CONTACT MEMBERSEC®SMASHBC.UK
AD VICIT ALID WERQITE. CUMAQHAEN K



HIRING

EARN EXTRA £££ THIS SUMMER

SCHOOL HOLIDAY ROLES

Camp Managers

THE | OXFORD ¢ CAMBRIDGE
SINGING SCHOOL

The Singing School was established in 2013 to provide
children with the opportunity to sing great classical
music with world class coaches in a relaxed and fun

environment and to develop their confidence and
ability in singing and performing.

@
( SEN Support Workers

(3 Activity Leaders
WHY JOIN OUR TEAM?

LOCATIONS AVAILABLE
Abirg [ -
This summer at Somerville College, we will be learning some Newb ) valli COmMpSIEE Rouly ot * 12 07 oty
beautiful seasonal music, and, as always on our courses, we will be Fen bl !
giving sessions on vocal technique, music thcury, music appreciation
;lm]l history.

Rewarding and Iulllling Fole woeking with
children ages 4-13 years old,

Mo weekand, No late nights or bank
e 3 P ¢ 2 5 holiday hours
T'o join our mailing list and for more information on our courses, please
see www.oxbridgesingingschool.com or email oxbrid mail.com Comual contract for you o chooms wisn
h il \: P e work during the school holcays
Cingodng Tralning and
Devalapmant

Frogression Opportinities

f 16 in

21 -23 July 2026

also 21 & 22 December 2026
»
Courses for those aged 7-13 who love to sing APPLY NOW .

www.oxbridgesingingschool.com (®) Contact Us 01235 415846 mgﬁg;:outhspom co.uk

Dry Sandford

Primary School

GMBeaeeFmispogtam s e

this Summer Holidaysin Blackbird Leys!
® Gethealthyeatingtipsand freerecipes
® Unlockthepowerofsmallchanges
® Startmovingmoreasafamily w

o FREELunchfortheentirefamily v

Thursday 23rd july 10am-12pm
@I.eysPooB&Ie'me

Order Online

Fast order tunraround

www.schooltrends.co.uk

Order before July 21°* and get 15% off with
code: FRESH26




