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WELCOME BACK

Welcome back to our final term of the school year! It's set to be a busy and exciting few weeks, with
lots of activities, events and opportunities for our children to enjoy. We're looking forward to making
the most of this last term together!

PROUD EFFORTS ACROSS THE SCHOOL

Last term, many of our Key Stage 2 pupils took part in a range of
: assessment tests, including SATs for Year 6. We are incredibly proud of how
all of the children approached these opportunities.
ERAMIN
—  PROGRESS Across the school, the children showed a positive attitude, tried their very
best, and supported one another brilliantly. Staff were especially impressed

by how calmly pupils approached each day and how sensibly they
responded to challenges.

We would like to remind families that while these assessments are important, they provide only a
snapshot of children’s learning. They do not capture the full range of talents, creativity and personal
strengths that our pupils demonstrate every day across the wider curriculum.

We also recognise that other year groups have important assessments taking place, including the
Year 4 Multiplication Tables Check and the Year 1 Phonics Screening in the coming weeks. We wish
all of these children the very best and know they will approach them with the same enthusiasm and
resilience.

Finally, we hope our Year 6 pupils enjoyed their SATs breakfast each morning, and we extend a
special thank you to Carol for making this possible.

PARKING

Thank you to all families for continuing to park safely and with consideration for others.

As a reminder, please help keep everyone safe by parking responsibly around the school—avoiding
restricted areas, not blocking access, and being mindful of pedestrians.

Many thanks!



mailto:office.2565@dry-sandford.oxon.sch.uk

CAN YOU HELP?

We are currently developing our new sensory garden and would
greatly appreciate your support in helping us create a welcoming
and enjoyable space for the children.

If you have any spare plants or shrubs at home that you would
be happy to donate, we would be extremely grateful. These contributions will help us to create a calm
and stimulating environment for the children to explore and enjoy throughout the year.

If you are able to help, please contact the school office or speak to Mrs Price in Owlets.

We would also like to say a big thank you to Mrs Price, who has been busy working on the garden
over the holiday — her hard work is already making a wonderful difference!

Please see photos for a glimpse of the progress so far.

WORLD DIVERSITY DAY

Thursday 21st May was a joyful celebration of World Cultural Dlver5|ty Day across our school
Embracing the theme "Culture connects us all”, children came j
dressed to represent their culture or heritage, sharing special items
and stories that reflected their backgrounds.

Classrooms were filled with curiosity, pride, and respect for one
another’s traditions. A highlight of the day was creating colourful
bunting, now displayed in the hall as a reminder of our vibrant and
caring community.
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It was a wonderful day of learning, sharing, and celebrating what
makes us unique—and what brings us together.




SITE IMPROVEMENTS

We are delighted to share that we were fortunate to receive a generous donation from a development
company, via Oxfordshire County Council, which has helped to support the recent improvements to our
school environment.

We are pleased to confirm that the outdoor works in Owlets are now fully complete, and the
improvements look great. The newly installed fencing has made a significant and very welcome
difference to the space, creating a safer, more secure, and clearly defined area for the children to
enjoy.

In addition to the outdoor works, we have also recently been able to update the washing facilities within
the Year 1 and Early Years bathroom, alongside the installation of new staff toilets. These upgrades
represent an important improvement to the school environment, ensuring cleaner, more modern, and
more practical facilities for both pupils and staff.

We're also excited to share that the Barn Owls have also created their own outdoor play space just
outside their classroom! This special area provides the children with additional opportunities to explore,
play and learn in the fresh air throughout the day.

Having direct access to an outdoor space encourages independence, supports physical development,
and promotes creativity through open-ended play. It also gives the children a chance to develop their
social skills, and enjoy a calm and stimulating environment alongside their classroom learning.
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AMAZON WISH LIST

Many thanks to the families who have kindly donated already this year.

Here is the link to our current wish list should you be in a position to purchase anything, or if you may
have any second-hand alternatives at home that you no longer need:

Amazon.co.uk



https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls?ref_=abn_tools_business_lists

Before half term, Bright Sparks joined us in assembly
to deliver a fun, exciting and interactive science show,
which the children really enjoyed. The session gave
them a great introduction to the kinds of hands-on
experiments and fascinating scientific ideas they will
explore.

We are pleased to let you know that a Bright Sparks
Science Club will be starting on Monday 18 June. The
club will run for 6 weeks,

with sessions taking place each week from 3:15pm—4:15pm. It promises

to be a fantastic opportunity for children to develop their curiosity,

creativity and enthusiasm for science in an enjoyable and supportive

environment.

Parents of children in Years 1—6 will have received an email with full Bictiuiong-wobancn: b B}
details on how to book a place for your child.

TRANSITION DAY

As the end of the school year approaches, we are beginning preparations to support pupils as they
move into their new year groups and classes.

Our whole-school transition day will take place on Wednesday 8 July. This session gives all children
the opportunity to spend time in their new year group alongside the pupils and staff they will be working
with in September.

Throughout the term, children will have opportunities to talk about and prepare for upcoming changes,
as well as additional chances to become familiar with new staff and classmates.

Due to our mixed-year classes, many children will benefit from remaining with the same teacher for a
second year. For those children who will be moving to a new teacher, staff will meet before the end of
term to share information and discuss individual needs to ensure a smooth transition.

Parents of Year 6 children will receive details of secondary school transition days directly from their
chosen secondary school. Staff from each destination secondary school will also arrange visits to Dry
Sandford to meet with pupils and staff.

We kindly ask that parents inform the school office of any transition visits their child will be attending
so that we can record and authorise their absence from school.

If you have any questions regarding transition arrangements, please speak to your child’s class teacher
or Mrs Friday.

SAVE THE DATE

This year our Summer Fete will take place on Friday 3 July after school. We will soon be reaching
out for volunteers and kindly requesting donations to help make the event a success. More details will
follow shortly — we hope you can join us!




ATTENDANCE UPDATE

oxforashire County Counci reauire ws o EVERYDAY MINUTE COUNTS

monitor both individual and overall
attendance data on a regular basis. Our
whole-school attendance rate is currently
around 94%, which, while positive, remains / /
below the local authority’s target of 97%.
We are continually working to improve this 5 minwies por 5 Iinaias por 2 mintes por

) : . day day day
and appreciate the important role families
play in helping us achieve this goal.

Regular attendance is essential for children’s e

. . Id
academic progress, social development, and lost per
overall wellbeing. Missing even small

amounts of school can quickly add up and impact learning, friendships, and confidence. Establishing good
attendance habits from an early age helps children to develop a strong sense of routine, responsibility,

and belonging within the school community.

— = ~ S W N S We would therefore like to thank you for your

| =N .| ongoing support in ensuring your child attends

COWHY ST |MPORT7‘\NT? school as consistently as possible. Every day of

ABSENCE FROM SCHOOL learning is important, and we want your
8‘1/ wﬁelow— children here with us to enjoy all of the

Drastic effect on opportunities, experiences, and support
acadenic achievement available to them.

If your child is experiencing any difficulties that
may be affecting their attendance, or if there
are circumstances at home where we can offer
support, please do not hesitate to get in touch.
We are here to help and work in partnership
with you. Please feel free to contact Mrs Friday,
who will be happy to provide guidance and
assistance wherever needed.

CALENDAR DATES:

Monday 1%t June — Friday 12" June Year 4 Multiplication Check

Monday 8" June — Friday 12" June Year 1 Phonics Screening

Tuesday 9% June Owlets and Barn Owls trip to the Story Museum, Oxford

Music Flood Orchestra Day at Radley College (selected

th
Monday 15% June KS2 children)

Tuesday 30" June Snowy Owils trip to Science Oxford
Friday 3 July Summer Fete
Wednesday 8" July Transition Day

Tuesday 14" July Multi-Sport Morning (families welcome)




Friday 17 July

Leavers Assembly (families welcome)

Friday 17% July

LAST DAY OF TERM - finish at usual time (3.05/3.10pm)

Monday 20" July onwards

SUMMER HOLIDAY (SCHOOL CLOSED)

Tuesday 1%t September

INSET DAY

Wednesday 2" September

INSET DAY

Thursday 3™ September

First day of new term — school reopen to pupils




Dry Sandford

Primary School

Uniform

Ipplier

Order Online

Fast order tunraround

www.schooltrends.co.uk

Order before July 21** and get 15% off with

code: FRESH26
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SATURDAY 6th JUNE 2026

= 11TAM - 4 PM

)

Festivalls

»

craft workshops - nature trails & more!

— FREE PARKING - SORRY, NO DOGS! =

More information & tickets:
www.hill-end.org/news/ffennellfestival26

MARCHAM COLTS

LS U13’s

FROM SEPTEMBER 2026)

ARE LODKING

We've had a
successful
4 seasons
together and
are proud that
a couple of our
players have
progressed
enough to be ;
selected to play in
an elite set up as
of next season

We therefore
have space
available to it —
add to our squad. R e s EARS
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. ( marchamcoltsfc@gmail.com
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. 07452 944 949

Barton Lelsure Centre, Waynflete Rood. Oxford O)3 BGA Tel: 0330 109 8769
Ferry Leisure Centre, Diamond P1, Summestown, Owdord OX2 7DP Tet 0330 109 8771
The Leys Pools & Leisure Centre, Pegasus Road, Oxford OX4 6L Tel: 0330 109 8773

s oxrokn
oxfordcityleisure.com are
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30pm-6:45pm
IN MARCHAM
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RESILIENCE AND PERSEVERANCE
LEARNING IN A FUN. SUPPORTIVE ENVIRONMENT

REGULAR PHYSICAL ACTIVITY PLAYS A VITAL ROLE IN A CHILD'S PH
EMOTIONAL WELLBEING. AND ENERGY LEVELS. OUR DANC
BALANCE OF STRUCTURE, MOVEMENT, CREATIVITY, AND E
FEEL , MOTIVATED, AND CONFIDENT.

PY
RUCTORS ARE FULLY DBS CHECK
S F ES

D AND FOLLOW STRICT SA
TO ENSURE A SAFE, PROF NAL 3

£
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WE ARE CURRENTLY RUNNING NEW BEGINNER DANCE CLASSES IN THE AREA, WITH
LIMITED PLACES AVAILABLE. IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO GIVE YOUR CHILD A CONFIDENCE
BUILDING EXPERIENCE THAT SUPPORTS THEIR DEVELOPMENT NOW AND IN THE FUTURE.
WE WOULD LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU.

A FIL,

Grand Master Matt Fiddes
8" Degree Black Belt
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FOOTBALL F

FUN, FRIENDLY FOOTBALL SESSIONS

FOR AGES 4-14

some extra trai

GIRLS ONLY BOYS / MIXED
SESSIONS | SESSIONS
A fun and supportive Opento all -
environment for boys and girls training,
girls to learn, play learning and
and grow! having fun together!

Specialist training
for future heroes
between the sticks!

Spm=6pm (4-6 years)y , A%
6-8 years) |

6pm-7pm (8-11 years)

: 10 years) T
7pm-8pm (10-12 yea
‘pm-8pm ( years) 7pm-8pm (11-14 years)

pm
7pm-8pm (10-12 years)
7pm-8pm (12-14 years)

7pm-8pm (12-14 years)
KICKSTART YOUR FOOTBALL JOURNEY!
HALF PRICE FOR YOUR FIRST 4 SESSIONS! X

MORE FUN. MORE SKILLS. MORE CONFIDENCE. FOR LESS!
EVERY WEDNESDAY IN ABIN
= REGISTER NOW! =

Q TILSLEY PARK, ABINGDON

GOALKEEPER
SESSIONS /

MONDAY
MINIS 8 - 6 YEARS / 17:00 - 17:45 V‘ "
~

> 19:40 - 20:30
BOOK YOUR FREE TRIAL NOW!

to support children aged 3 to 6 In developing confidence,
coordination, listening skills, and sell control. Through fun,
structured movement and music, children learn discipline, respect,
and positive behavi while a strong 1 for

g and self

Our JUNIORS dance programme works hand in hand with a child’'s
school life, p g many fi 1 b_alh and

Through 1 and are taught the =

value of i k, and p learning that with

effort and 1 wor goals are | «

i/

Our TEENZ dance p is d to port older chi A

and n Iding and self balief. 3
develop y. 1 and r while learning

how to h , work as part of a team, and

chlllongo'thollulvn ina lzpporllv‘ environment.

WWW.MFDANCE.CO.UK * el W o ?

FREE TRIAL | FREE UNIFORM | MONEY BACK GUARANTEED
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SUMMER HOLIDAY WORKSHOPS

STAGECOACH ABINGDON, BOTLEY
DIDCOT, WALLINGFORD & WANTAGE

ACTING FOR FILM (9-18 yrs old) with Black Elk Productions
Abingdon: 20-24 July, Abingdon school
FILM & (@USICALS FUN

Abingdon: 20-24 July, Abingdon school (4-9 yrs old)
Wallingford: 10-14 Aug, Wallingford School (4-12 yrs old)

'SHOW IN A (®EEK'(3-18 yrs old)

Didcot: 27-31July, Aureus School
Abingdon: 3-7 Aug, Amey Theatre, Abingdon School

0 stagec oach.cc
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...with a FREE children’s reading challenge
at your local Oxfordshire library!

5 A \\W ’m, Weekly
4 July to 5 September 2026 \W\ W ¥ drop-in sessions
The Summer Reading Challenge 2026: Read to the Bear - \'b Wednesdays
celebrates the joy of reading with a theme inspired by
12-1:30 pm
For more info contoct
hello@ark-t.org or 01865 772095  term time only

music. Children can discover how books spark creativity
and imagination.

Finish the challenge and get
your own medal and certificate!

Read £ the Beet illstrations by sarry Woodgate , Wlustrations and logo © The Reading Agency 2026

f . 1 AW . . - .
Look out for fantastic new MysSpace (Online) is a weekly creative wellbeing

books and activities at :
M vy e group for 10 to 14 year olds who are struggling

< b o2 library! $ :

Sp—— é with school attendance due to emotional

wli @ challenges. The sessions run in a drop in [ out
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries & , ’ style supporting individual interests and needs.

www.summerreadingchallenge.org.uk
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ULTIMATE

GET SET FOR ULTIMATE -
HOLIDAY FUN! HE | OXFORD ¢ CAMBRIDGE

SINGING SCHOOL
Outstanding holiday day camps with over
40 activities every week

The Singing School was established in 2013 to provide
children with the opportunity to sing great classical
music with world class coaches in a relaxed and fun

environment and to develop their confidence and
ability in singing and performing.

For ages

This summer at \omcr\ ille College, we will be learning some
, as ses, we will be
giving sessions on vocal tuhnu ue, music theory, music appreciation
lmli history.

Mon - Fri

To join our mailing list and for more information on our courses, please
see www.oxbridgesingingschool.com or email oxbridgess@gmail.com

21 -23 July 2026
also 21 & 22 December 2026
Courses for those aged 7-13 who love to sing

At Chandlings Prep School in

Ultimate savings when you book early! www.oxbridgesingingschool.com
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Opervikke Theatrs May Half-Term Workshops, Wolvercote Primary School, OX2

TWELFTH

Ages 7-11 Ages 11-16

Tues 26 May Puppets and Masks Voiceover

Wed 27 May Stop Motion Animation Stand-up Comedy
Thur 28 May Giggle Club: Comedy Dance and Musical Theatre
’ Fri 29 May Make a Shakespeare Play in a Day  Big Puppets

0r What Yoo Will

By William Shakespeare

Summer Holiday Workshops, Wolvercote Primary School, OX2

Ages 7-11 Ages 1116
20-24 July  Make a Play in a Week: Twelfth Night
27-31 July  Make a Fim in a Woek
3.7 Aug Make a Play in a Week: Pater Pan ~ Mon  Stop Motion Animation
Open-Air Theatre Tues Make a Film in a Day

Wed Dance and Musical Theatre
A MIDSUMMER
NIGHT’S DREAM ‘ o Moon ok
w/c 10 Aug  Mon Stop Motion Animation
Tues C me Design Tues Witing and Performing Sketch Comedy
by William SMGSPN“ Wed Epic Myths and Legends Wed Physcal Theatre and Devising
Thur Shadow and Sthouette Theatre Thur &
Fri  Imagination Academy Fi  Make a Shakespeare Musical in 2 Days

“A family-friendly triumph!
Captivating and hilarious...
Don’t miss it!”

Ox in A Box
A Mcsummer Night's Drmam, 2025

Age guidance 5+

July 8 - Aug 14
In the Creation Show Tent
Wolfson College Cricket Gound, Oxford

creationtheatre.co
Segistered

Fresh air, freedom and adventure!

\
Ready for a school holiday
full of excitement?

Active Adventures at Youlbury is the
ultimate outdoor adventure club for
children aged 8-16. Packed with thrilling
challenges, nature connection activities,
and epic team games, each day offers a
new adventure to inspire a love for the
great outdoors!

ws? Come

slong for a free taster on &

Term-Time Drama Club for ages 5-19

Wednesday or Saturday

in Wolvercote or Headington

Emall us on education@creationtheatre.co.uk

Find out more

creationtheatre.co.uk
01865 766266
education@creationtheatre.co.uk

Give your child an unforgettable school holiday
filled with fresh air, freedom and adventure!

unning wo

What's on offer:

e High-energy adventures such as

archery, ziplining, and climbing
Fun team building games and
problem-solving challenges
Survival skills such as s

eiter

When is it:

Running throughout February,
Easter, May, Summer and October
school holidays (see website for
dates).

e B.30am - 5.30pm daily (activities
building. backwoods cooking and run $am - 5pm)
fira lighting. « Participants can attend individual

Connect with the natural world
with mindful activities, outdoors
arts and crafts, wildlife spotting,
and nature walks.

days. or the entire week.

Pricing:

Book now and join the adventure!

www.scoutadventures.org.uk/events

B2 activeadventures@scoutadventures.org.uk
Q Scout Adventures Youlbury,
Boars Hill, Oxford 0X1 8HD




SUNMER
RIGKET
AGADEMIES

A FUN WAY TO BUILD CRICKET SKILLS WHILST HAVING A GREAT TIME WITH FRIENDS
OPEN TO ALL, DISCOUNTS FOR FULL WEEK BOOKINGS AND CUMNGR CC MEMBERS

WEEK 1 WEEK 2 WEEK 3
MON 20 - FRI 24 JUL MON 27 - FRI 31 Jul MON 3- FRI 7 AUG

SOFTBALL SESSIONS: 9AM-12PM FOR YEARS 1-4
HARDBALL SESSIONS: 1PM-4PM FOR YEARS 5-9
OPTIONS TO BOOK ALL DAY INWEEKS 2 (SOFT) & 3 (HARD)

LED BY GEORGE SETTERFIELD - LEAD COACH, CUMNOR CC AND HEAD OF JUNIOR SCHOOL SPORT, MCS
SUPPORTED BY

@ ‘ Steven Eagell
Toyota




