
Dry Sandford Primary School 
Lashford Lane, Dry Sandford, Abingdon, OXON, OX13 6EE 

Telephone: 01865 730432 
office.2565@dry-sandford.oxon.sch.uk 
head.2565@dry-sandford.oxon.sch.uk 

  

Leading Lifelong Learning; Creating Caring Communities. 
 

DRY SANDFORD SCHOOL NEWSLETTER  
 

June 2026 

WELCOME BACK 

Welcome back to our final term of the school year! It’s set to be a busy and exciting few weeks, with 

lots of activities, events and opportunities for our children to enjoy. We’re looking forward to making 

the most of this last term together! 

 

 

PROUD EFFORTS ACROSS THE SCHOOL 

Last term, many of our Key Stage 2 pupils took part in a range of 

assessment tests, including SATs for Year 6. We are incredibly proud of how 

all of the children approached these opportunities.  

Across the school, the children showed a positive attitude, tried their very 

best, and supported one another brilliantly. Staff were especially impressed 

by how calmly pupils approached each day and how sensibly they 

responded to challenges. 

We would like to remind families that while these assessments are important, they provide only a 

snapshot of children’s learning. They do not capture the full range of talents, creativity and personal 

strengths that our pupils demonstrate every day across the wider curriculum. 

We also recognise that other year groups have important assessments taking place, including the 

Year 4 Multiplication Tables Check and the Year 1 Phonics Screening in the coming weeks. We wish 

all of these children the very best and know they will approach them with the same enthusiasm and 

resilience. 

Finally, we hope our Year 6 pupils enjoyed their SATs breakfast each morning, and we extend a 

special thank you to Carol for making this possible. 

 
 

PARKING 

Thank you to all families for continuing to park safely and with consideration for others. 

As a reminder, please help keep everyone safe by parking responsibly around the school—avoiding 

restricted areas, not blocking access, and being mindful of pedestrians. 

Many thanks! 
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CAN YOU HELP? 
We are currently developing our new sensory garden and would 

greatly appreciate your support in helping us create a welcoming 

and enjoyable space for the children. 

If you have any spare plants or shrubs at home that you would 

be happy to donate, we would be extremely grateful. These contributions will help us to create a calm 

and stimulating environment for the children to explore and enjoy throughout the year. 

If you are able to help, please contact the school office or speak to Mrs Price in Owlets. 

We would also like to say a big thank you to Mrs Price, who has been busy working on the garden 

over the holiday – her hard work is already making a wonderful difference! 

Please see photos for a glimpse of the progress so far. 

  
 

WORLD DIVERSITY DAY 

Thursday 21st May was a joyful celebration of World Cultural Diversity Day across our school. 

Embracing the theme “Culture connects us all”, children came 

dressed to represent their culture or heritage, sharing special items 

and stories that reflected their backgrounds. 

Classrooms were filled with curiosity, pride, and respect for one 

another’s traditions. A highlight of the day was creating colourful 

bunting, now displayed in the hall as a reminder of our vibrant and 

caring community. 

It was a wonderful day of learning, sharing, and celebrating what 

makes us unique—and what brings us together. 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SITE IMPROVEMENTS 

We are delighted to share that we were fortunate to receive a generous donation from a development 

company, via Oxfordshire County Council, which has helped to support the recent improvements to our 

school environment. 

We are pleased to confirm that the outdoor works in Owlets are now fully complete, and the 

improvements look great. The newly installed fencing has made a significant and very welcome 

difference to the space, creating a safer, more secure, and clearly defined area for the children to 

enjoy.  

In addition to the outdoor works, we have also recently been able to update the washing facilities within 

the Year 1 and Early Years bathroom, alongside the installation of new staff toilets. These upgrades 

represent an important improvement to the school environment, ensuring cleaner, more modern, and 

more practical facilities for both pupils and staff.  

We’re also excited to share that the Barn Owls have also created their own outdoor play space just 

outside their classroom! This special area provides the children with additional opportunities to explore, 

play and learn in the fresh air throughout the day. 

Having direct access to an outdoor space encourages independence, supports physical development, 

and promotes creativity through open-ended play. It also gives the children a chance to develop their 

social skills, and enjoy a calm and stimulating environment alongside their classroom learning. 

 

 

 
 

 

 AMAZON WISH LIST 

Many thanks to the families who have kindly donated already this year. 

Here is the link to our current wish list should you be in a position to purchase anything, or if you may 

have any second-hand alternatives at home that you no longer need: 

Amazon.co.uk 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls?ref_=abn_tools_business_lists


 

Before half term, Bright Sparks joined us in assembly 

to deliver a fun, exciting and interactive science show, 

which the children really enjoyed. The session gave 

them a great introduction to the kinds of hands-on 

experiments and fascinating scientific ideas they will 

explore. 

We are pleased to let you know that a Bright Sparks 

Science Club will be starting on Monday 18 June. The 

club will run for 6 weeks, 

with sessions taking place each week from 3:15pm–4:15pm. It promises 

to be a fantastic opportunity for children to develop their curiosity, 

creativity and enthusiasm for science in an enjoyable and supportive 

environment. 

Parents of children in Years 1–6 will have received an email with full 

details on how to book a place for your child. 

 

 

 

TRANSITION DAY 

As the end of the school year approaches, we are beginning preparations to support pupils as they 

move into their new year groups and classes. 

Our whole-school transition day will take place on Wednesday 8 July. This session gives all children 

the opportunity to spend time in their new year group alongside the pupils and staff they will be working 

with in September.  

Throughout the term, children will have opportunities to talk about and prepare for upcoming changes, 

as well as additional chances to become familiar with new staff and classmates. 

Due to our mixed-year classes, many children will benefit from remaining with the same teacher for a 

second year. For those children who will be moving to a new teacher, staff will meet before the end of 

term to share information and discuss individual needs to ensure a smooth transition. 

Parents of Year 6 children will receive details of secondary school transition days directly from their 

chosen secondary school. Staff from each destination secondary school will also arrange visits to Dry 

Sandford to meet with pupils and staff. 

We kindly ask that parents inform the school office of any transition visits their child will be attending 

so that we can record and authorise their absence from school. 

If you have any questions regarding transition arrangements, please speak to your child’s class teacher 

or Mrs Friday. 

 
 

SAVE THE DATE 

This year our Summer Fete will take place on Friday 3 July after school. We will soon be reaching 

out for volunteers and kindly requesting donations to help make the event a success. More details will 

follow shortly – we hope you can join us! 

 

 



 

ATTENDANCE UPDATE 

Oxfordshire County Council require us to 

monitor both individual and overall 

attendance data on a regular basis. Our 

whole-school attendance rate is currently 

around 94%, which, while positive, remains 

below the local authority’s target of 97%. 

We are continually working to improve this 

and appreciate the important role families 

play in helping us achieve this goal. 

Regular attendance is essential for children’s 

academic progress, social development, and 

overall wellbeing. Missing even small 

amounts of school can quickly add up and impact learning, friendships, and confidence. Establishing good 

attendance habits from an early age helps children to develop a strong sense of routine, responsibility, 

and belonging within the school community. 

We would therefore like to thank you for your 

ongoing support in ensuring your child attends 

school as consistently as possible. Every day of 

learning is important, and we want your 

children here with us to enjoy all of the 

opportunities, experiences, and support 

available to them. 

If your child is experiencing any difficulties that 

may be affecting their attendance, or if there 

are circumstances at home where we can offer 

support, please do not hesitate to get in touch. 

We are here to help and work in partnership 

with you. Please feel free to contact Mrs Friday, 

who will be happy to provide guidance and 

assistance wherever needed. 

 

 

 

CALENDAR DATES: 

Monday 1st June – Friday 12th June Year 4 Multiplication Check 

Monday 8th June – Friday 12th June Year 1 Phonics Screening 

Tuesday 9th June Owlets and Barn Owls trip to the Story Museum, Oxford 

Monday 15th June 
Music Flood Orchestra Day at Radley College (selected 
KS2 children) 

Tuesday 30th June Snowy Owls trip to Science Oxford 

Friday 3rd July Summer Fete 

Wednesday 8th July Transition Day 

Tuesday 14th July Multi-Sport Morning (families welcome) 



Friday 17th July Leavers Assembly (families welcome) 

Friday 17th July LAST DAY OF TERM – finish at usual time (3.05/3.10pm) 

Monday 20th July onwards SUMMER HOLIDAY (SCHOOL CLOSED) 

Tuesday 1st September INSET DAY 

Wednesday 2nd September INSET DAY 

Thursday 3rd September First day of new term – school reopen to pupils 

 
    



      

  



 
 

  
 



 

  
  



 

  



 


